
Local Equity Market  International Currency Market 

Currency 21-May 14-May YTD% ∆ YoY% ∆ DoD % ∆ WoW % ∆ 

EUR: USD 1.218 1.214 -0.28% 11.25% -0.38% 0.34% 

GBP: USD 1.415 1.410 3.51% 15.77% -0.28% 0.38% 

USD: CAD 1.207 1.210 -5.18% -13.54% 0.04% -0.31% 

USD: JPY 108.960 109.350 5.53% 1.25% 0.17% -0.36% 

            

Local Foreign Currency Market 

Currency 21-May 20-May WoW % ∆ YTD% ∆ 14-May DoD % ∆ 

USD:JMD 149.79 150.25 -0.78% 5.01% 150.97 -0.31% 

GBP:JMD 213.15 213.63 0.59% 10.1% 211.90 -0.23% 

CAD:JMD 125.14 124.76 -0.92% 12.3% 126.31 0.31% 

 0.85% 0.82% -1.00 3.00 49.00 49.00 

 0.39% 0.31% 0.00 8.00 48.00 30.00 

Global Interest Rates 

Rates 21-May 
WoW ∆ 

bps 

YTD ∆ 

bps 

YoY ∆ 

bps 
14-May 

DoD ∆ 

bps 

10 Year US 

Treasury Bond 
1.62% -1.00 71.00 95.00 1.63% -1.00 

10 Year UK Gilt 0.83% -3.00 63.00 66.00 0.86% -1.00 

GOJ 2025 Global 

Bond 
3.38% -16.00 -7.00 -296.00 3.54% -3.00 

5 Year US Treas-

ury Bond 
0.82% 1.00 46.00 48.00 0.81% 1.00 

5 Year UK Gilt 0.36% -2.00 45.00 37.00 0.38% 0.00 

BEST AND WORST PERFORMERS 

ADVANCERS DECLINERS 

JETCON 21.84%   PJX -31.54%   

MDS 17.65%   FIRSTROCKUSD -25.68%   

SOS 17.16%   LASF -18.78%   

          

Week in Review:  May 17 - May 21, 2021 

Upcoming Week:  May 24 - May 28, 2021 

US Business Activity Rises to a New Record High in May 

According to the most recent IHS Markit report, the United States (US) Flash Composite Output Index, which measures services and manufacturing activity, 

recorded a preliminary reading of 68.1 in May 2021, up from the final reading of 63.5 in April.  The index’s rise was fuelled by an increase in manufacturing output 

amid stronger client demand, as well as the fastest service sector upturn on record. The increased client demand was attributable to the reopening of non-

essential businesses and the generally improved consumer confidence. However, inflationary pressures remained strong as supply shortages persisted and prices 

for polyphenylene ether (PPE), fuel, metals, and freight rose.  Despite this, business confidence improved in the private sector in May, owing largely to improved 

optimism in the service sector, while manufacturers expressed concern about the risk of unstable demand conditions and raw material shortages, which they 

feared could extend through 2021.    

The gradual reopening of the economy, additional stimulus, and the rapid pace of vaccination continue to support the increase in private-sector output in the US. 

Given these positive factors, as well as firms’ general optimism about the future, we expect that US business activity is likely to continue to expand over the 

short term. However, the uncertainty surrounding the increasing number of COVID-19 variants, as well as general supply constraints remain the key risk factors 

to the downside as they both have the potential to slow the pace of growth in business activity in the coming periods.   

Global Equity Indices 

Index 31-Dec 14-May 21-May WoW % ∆ YTD% ∆ YoY% ∆ 

S&P 500 3,756.07  4,173.85  4,155.86  -0.43% 10.64% 40.95% 

Euro Stoxx 50 3,552.64  4,017.44  4,025.78  0.21% 13.32% 38.58% 

MXWD  Index  646.27  699.13  701.57  0.35% 8.56% 42.03% 

JSE Main Market   

Index 
395,614.93  428,015.27  424,303.18  -0.87% 7.25% 11.67% 

JSE Junior Market 

Index 
2,643.38  3,321.55  3,324.08  0.08% 25.75% 31.59% 

JSE Combined 

Index 
392,435.92  429,604.72  426,201.24  -0.79% 8.60% 13.12% 

JSE Main Market activity (excluding preference shares) resulted from trading in 

46 stocks of which 18 advanced, 26 declined and 2 traded firm. Market volume 

(excluding preference shares) amounted to 62,622,914 units valued at over 

$910,343,426. JSE Junior Market activity (excluding preference shares) resulted 

from trading in 42 stocks of which 20 advanced, 19 declined and 3 traded firm. 

Market volume (excluding preference shares) amounted to 66,380,896 units 

valued at over $154,582,289. 

*Using Midday Rates 

May 17- May 21, 2021 
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