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US Service Sector Growth Picks Up in January - ISM Survey

Growth in the US services sector picked up in January, as new orders increased, and employment rebounded. But suppliers appeared to fall behind, resulting in a measure of input prices rising to an | I-month high. The Insti-
tute for Supply Management (ISM) said on Monday that its non-manufacturing PMI increased to 53.4 last month from 50.5 in December. A reading above 50 indicates growth in the services industry, which accounts for more
than two-thirds of the economy. Economists polled by Reuters had forecast the index rising to 52.0. The report added to January's blowout employment gains by suggesting that the economic growth momentum from the
fourth quarter spilled over into the new year. It has also further diminished the chances of an interest rate cut in March. The Federal Reserve left interest rates unchanged last week, but Chair, Jerome Powell, told reporters
that rates had peaked. Since March 2022, the US central bank has raised its policy rate by 525 basis points to the current 5.25 per cent to 5.50 per cent range.

After initially surging as Americans resumed normal lives following COVID-19 lockdowns, spending on services has been trailing outlays on goods. But the pace has been strong enough to keep inflation elevated. A measure of
new orders received by services businesses rose to 55.0 last month from 52.8 in December. There was a jump in export order growth. A measure of prices paid for inputs by businesses increased to 64.0, the highest reading
since last February, from 56.7 in December. Although service prices remain high, overall inflation is cooling, with the personal consumption expenditures price index, excluding food and energy, rising at a two per cent annual-
ised rate in the fourth quarter, bang on the Fed's two per cent target. The ISM survey's measure of services sector employment bounced back to a reading of 50.5 after plunging to 43.8 in December. It has, however, not
been a good gauge of the labour market's health. Nonfarm payrolls increased by the most in a year in January, with wages posting their biggest monthly gain in nearly two years, the government reported last Friday.

Source: Reuters
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volatile as investor sentiment remained shaky.

Sources: Bloomberg, Reuters, Jamaica Stock Exchange, Bank of Jamaica, Jamaica Observer, Jamaica Gleaner, Nasdaq, Investing.com
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JN Mutual Funds NAV Price
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With a suite of six investment portfolios, each with a distinct financial profile, JN Mutual Funds offers a premium opportunity for investors to align their personal financial

strategy with their goals, time horizons and risk profile.
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Disclaimer: All information contained herein is obtained by JN Fund Managers Limited’s Global Investment Research Unit from sources believed to be accurate and reliable. All opinions ex-
pressed are based on the Research Analyst’s judgment as of the date of the report. As such, no warranty is made, expressed or implied by JN Fund Managers Limited in any form whatsoever as
to the accuracy, timeliness or completeness of information contained in this report. JN Fund Managers Limited is therefore not liable for any actions taken in reliance on information contained
herein.

JN Fund Managers Limited’s Global Investment Research Unit does not provide investment advice that considers the circumstances and objectives of the parties who receive this report. It is
therefore recommended that before making any investment decision, investors seek the advice of a JN Fund Managers Limited Investment Advisor.

This report does not represent an offer to buy or sell, or solicitation of an offer to buy or sell the securities mentioned. Past performance is not necessarily an indication of future performance.
Estimates of future performance are based on assumptions that may not be realized. Additional information not available in this research report may be available upon request.

JN Fund Managers Limited is a multifaceted organization with, investment banking, investment management, fund administration and brokerage business lines. JN Fund Managers Limited may
therefore conduct investment banking or other business activities with some of the companies and countries covered by the Company’s Global Investment Research Unit.

JN Fund Managers Limited may invest in and trade the securities covered in this report for its own proprietary account and/or on behalf of its clients. JN Fund Managers Limited’s trading activity

in these securities may be contrary to the recommendation(s) indicated in this report .



